Introduction

The present research was conducted in parallel with the one focused on prospects of reproduction of Russia’s population
. It is back-upped by the conclusions we have arrived at while developing – in the framework of the noted research – Russia’s demographic forecast up to 2050. The main conclusion is that increasing Russia’s and the majority of its regions’ population by means of the nation’s own reproduction capacity appears unlikely over the upcoming half century. This dramatically increases the significance of migration processes that played a very important role in formation of population of single countries, regions and whole continents through the mankind’s history.

In Russia, the role of such processes was important, too. Such historians as S. Solovyev and V. Kluchevsky viewed colonization and consequently the respective migrations as a key phenomenon in Russia’s history. However, until recently those have been migrations in a country abundant in terms of population, thus ignorant of the idea of saving it and apt to send it to the neighboring territories, sometimes even compelling it to migrate. The inertia of such ‘generosity’ was retained even when the reservoir of the Russian population had no longer been able to reproduce itself at the same pace. Only after the possibilities for its tankage through natural reproduction had exhausted and the accumulated ‘demographic stock’ not only discontinued to grow, but began to deplete steadily, has the socially unwelcome problem of the inevitable need in increasing the country’s population by means of migration begun gradually coming to the forefront. 

Russia essentially found itself facing new, unusual and hard challenges, whose gravity has not yet been appreciated enough even by the research community, to say nothing of the political establishment and a broader public opinion.

The purpose of the present research is, at least, to identify the challenges as fully as possible and to justify the setting of a number of problems, and to lay out some fundamentals for their further studying. 

� See: Vishnevsky A. G., Andreev E.M., Treivish A.I., Perspektivy razvitiya Rossii: rol demographicheskogo factora. IEPP, Nauchnye trudy № 53P. M.: 2003, p. 90.  
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