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I. Federal laws of the Russian Federa  on
ON AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLE 32 OF FEDERAL LAW 

NO.18-FZ DATED 21 FEBRUARY 2014 ON NON-PROFIT 
ORGANISATIONS

Prior to the amendments, the only grounds for 
conduc  ng an unscheduled inspec  on of a non-profi t 
organisa  on was the receipt, by an authorised body, 
of a submission from an electoral commission rela  ng 
to the audit of informa  on provided by ci  zens and 
organisa  ons when making dona  ons to the accounts 
of poli  cal par  es and to the elec  on funds of candi-
dates and electoral associa  ons. 

Pursuant to the amendments, the following are 
now grounds for conduc  ng an unscheduled inspec-
 on of a non-profi t organisa  on: 

• the expiry of a period set forth for remedying 
non-compliance, as specifi ed in a warning pre-
viously given to the non-profi t organisa  on by 
an authorised body or its territorial authority; 

• the receipt by an authorised body or its territo-
rial authority of informa  on from government 
authori  es and self-regulated bodies regarding 
non-compliance of the non-profi t organisa  on 
with the laws of the Russian Federa  on which 
regulate the area of its ac  vi  es, and/or in the 
case of signs of extremism in its ac  vi  es; 

• an order (decree) for the conduct of an un-
scheduled inspec  on within the framework of 
the supervision of compliance with the Law, is-
sued by the head of an authorised body or its 
territorial authority pursuant to the instruc  ons 
of the President of the Russian Federa  on or 
the Government of the Russian Federa  on or 
on the basis of a prosecutor’s demand, on the 
basis of materials and claims received by the 
prosecu  ng authori  es. 

The same grounds also apply to the inspec  on of a 
non-profi t organisa  on ac  ng as a foreign agent.

In March the following changes were made to the eff ec  ve laws: the establishment of addi  onal grounds for con-
duc  ng unscheduled inspec  ons of non-profi t organisa  ons, in respect of which informa  on has been received 
on non-compliance with the laws of the Russian Federa  on; amendments to the Civil Code of the Russian Fe-
dera  on in the fi eld of intellectual property were signed into law; new Rules were established for the verifi ca  on 
of documents rela  ng to academic degrees and academic  tles; plus clarifi ca  on of the long-term (2013–2020) 
func  ons of the Coordina  on Board for the Programme of Fundamental Scien  fi c Research in the Russian Fede-
ra  on.

Advanced no  fi ca  on of the non-profi t organisa-
 on in regard to the conduct of such an unscheduled 

inspec  on on the above grounds, is not permi  ed.
ON MAKING AMENDMENTS TO PARTS ONE, TWO 

AND FOUR OF THE CIVIL CODE OF THE RUSSIAN FE-
DERATION AND CERTAIN LEGAL ACTS OF THE RUSSIAN 
FEDERATION, No.35-FZ dated 12 March 2014 

Most provisions of this law will become eff ec  ve on 
1 October 2014. However, for certain provisions, indi-
vidual eff ec  ve dates have also been specifi ed. 

For example, Ar  cle 358.18 of the Civil Code of 
the Russian Federa  on, regula  ng the procedure for 
pledging exclusive rights, will become eff ec  ve on 
1 July 2014. 

In accordance with the new ar  cle, exclusive rights 
to the results of intellectual property may be pledged.

Under a pledge agreement for exclusive rights to 
the result of intellectual ac  vity, the pledgor is en  tled 
to use and otherwise dispose of the result of intellec-
tual ac  vity during the en  re term of the agreement 
without the consent of the pledge holder, save for 
the aliena  on of the exclusive right, unless otherwise 
provided for in the agreement. The pledgor may not 
a lienate the exclusive right without the pledge hold-
er’s consent.

Furthermore, on 1 January 2015 amendments will 
become eff ec  ve which, in par  cular: 

• specify the procedure for the disposal of an ex-
clusive right for works of science, literature, art 
and the objects of related rights; 

• provide for a reduc  on to fi ve years of the va-
lidity period of the exclusive rights to industrial 
design; 

• provide for the rights of the copyright holder to 
demand that a violator of the exclusive rights 
to an inven  on, u  lity model or industrial de-
sign pays compensa  on in lieu of reimbursing 
da mages. 
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It is established that the provisions of the Civil Code 
of the Russian Federa  on, as revised by this law, will 
apply to legal rela  ons arising a  er it has become ef-
fec  ve. 

In the case of legal rela  ons which began before the 
eff ec  ve date of the law, the amendments will apply 
only to those rights and obliga  ons arising a  er the 
eff ec  ve date of the amendments.

II. Decrees of the Government of the Russian Fe-
dera  on

ON APPROVAL OF THE RULES FOR THE VERIFICA-
TION OF DOCUMENTS ON ACADEMIC DEGREES AND 
ACADEMIC TITLES No.152 dated February 27, 2014 

The new Rules set out the procedure for the verifi ca-
 on of documents on academic degrees and academic 
 tles issued in the RSFSR and Russian Federa  on. 

In par  cular, from now on, applica  ons for the veri-
fi ca  on of the above documents may be submi  ed 
in electronic form using the federal state informa  on 
system – the Unifi ed Portal of State and Municipal Ser-
vices (Func  ons), and regional portals of state and mu-
nicipal services which use standard informa  on and 

telecommunica  on networks, including the ‘internet’ 
informa  on and telecommunica  on network. 

In accordance with Ar  cle 6.3 of the ‘Federal Law 
on Science and State Scien  fi c and Technical Policy’, 
for the verifi ca  on of documents rela  ng to acade-
mic degrees and academic  tles it is necessary to rec-
ognise the legal force of these documents in foreign 
states. Confi rma  on is carried out by affi  xing an apos-
 lle stamp to the documents. 

The Decree of the Government of the Russian Fe-
dera  on No.165 dated 11 March 2011 approving the 
previous version of the Regula  on is deemed to have 
lost its force.

ON AMENDMENTS TO THE LONG-TERM (2013–
2020) FUNCTION OF THE COORDINATION BOARD OF 
THE PROGRAMME FOR FUNDAMENTAL SCIENTIFIC RE-
SEARCH IN THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION, No.190 dated 
14 March 2014 

These provide for the Board to prepare proposals 
determining the priority areas for fundamental scien-
 fi c research, based on preliminary discussions with 

the scien  fi c community and the approval by the RF 
Presiden  al Council on Science and Educa  on.


